THE   PILGRIMAGE  OP   GRACE

thankful and acceptable service as we shall never put in oblivion;
but in such wise remember the same towards you as you shall
have good cause to rejoice of your doing in that behalf. And
surely it is much to our contentation to hear and understand by
the relation and advertisement of sundry of our servants and good
subjects of those parties, both how earnestly you do advance the
truth, and declare on the other part the great usurpation of the
Bishops of Rome in this realm; and also how discreetly, plainly,
and truly you paint and set forth those persons that call them-
selves religious in the colours of their hypocrisy; that the ignorant
people may perceive how they have been abused in them, and
the rather leave the superstitions in to the which they have of
long time trained them; and we doubt not, but the further you
shall wade in the investigation of their behaviours, the more ye
shall detest the great number of them; and the less esteem the
punishment of such as you shall find, in will or deed, culpable
in things that may touch us, or the common quiet of our
realm. . . .

. . . We do right well approve and allow your proceedings in
the displaying of our Banner. And forasmuch as the same is
now spread and displayed, by reason whereof, till the same shall
be closed again, the course of our laws must give place to the
ordinances and estatutes martial; our pleasure is, that before you
shall close up our said banner again, you shall, in any wise, cause
such dreadful execution to be done upon a good number of the
inhabitants of every town, village, and hamlet, that have offended
in this rebellion, as well by the hanging of them up on trees as
by the quartering of them and the setting of their heads and
quarters in every town, great and small, and in all such other
places, as they may be a fearful spectacle to all other hereafter
that would practise any like matter: which we require you to
do, without pity or respect, according to our former letters;
remembering that it shall be much better that these traitors should
perish in their wilful, unkind, and traitorous follies, than that
so slender punishment should be done upon them as the dread
thereof should-not be a warning to others: whereof shall ensue
the preservation of a great multitude; which, if the terror of this
execution should not lie in the eye of their remembrance, might
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